
 

 
N e x t  M e e t i n g :  
December 13, 2004 
 
The monthly meeting of the 
Massachusetts Orchid Society  
will be held on Tuesday,  
at 7:00 PM at the  
Suburban Experimental Station, 
241 Beaver Street, Waltham, MA.  

 
 December, 2005  
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Mark you calendars for the annual MOS Holiday Party to be held at the Field Station in lieu of a 
formal meeting this year.  This is an evening to visit with each other, to enjoy the food and of 
course, admire the orchids.  The MOS Master Chefs will provide the main course of Turkey, 
Ham and beverages. While our community of member’s is asked to contribute as per the 
following breakdown:  Last Name Begins with: 
 
                                                                        A  – G  Desserts 

             H  – L  Salads 
                            M – Z  Appetizers 

 
    
If you have a special dish that you wish to bring and it is 
falls into a different category, go ahead and bring it.  
Also feel free to bring a guest and your blooming orchids 
for the show table. 
 
Linda Abrams has volunteered to coordinate the gift 
grab.  Bring in your wrapped gift and see Linda for a 
ticket.  Gifts should not exceed $12.00 in value.   
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� The AOS thanks Ned Nash and James Rose for this essay ... 
Cattleya 
Growers of just about every level of expertise will have begun to notice autumn conditions by now. Days are 
becoming shorter, hence cooler; the sunlight has less intensity as a result of the sun's lowering angle, nights 
are longer and generally cooler. Plants are responding by slowing and ripening their growth in preparation for 
winter. 
 
The first cultural change noticed should be a reduced frequency of watering, as the plants dry out more 
slowly. This is a function of both the reduced day length and lower temperatures, as well as the plants' 
slowing growth rate. Reduced water needs signal a reduced need for fertilization. Note that the key word is 
reduced, not eliminated. Feed less frequently and at lower dosage, but feed. Growths, made during summer's 
heat, and relatively soft and green, will be ripening -- hardening -- in preparation for a brief period of rest (in 
many cases). 
 
Many of these ripening growths will have a sheath, presaging the coming winter or spring flowering season. 
In some cases, these sheaths will have been evident since as early as July. (Early sheath development does not 
mean early flowering on plants with winter-spring seasons.) You may notice that some of these sheaths are 
showing signs of yellowing. This is not abnormal. Autumn's more pronounced temperature fluctuation can 
lead to water condensation inside the sheath, hastening the normal process of senescence, so yellowing 
sheaths can be left on the plant only so long before they must be carefully removed to preserve the bud 
primordia within. Water condensation left unchecked can rot the bud primordia. The sheaths can be safely 
removed by slitting open and peeling down toward the pseudobulb. 
 
Cool-Growing Orchids 
One can almost hear a sigh of relief from all of the cool-growers, from masdevallias to odontoglossums. As 
day temperatures decline, one can see a noticeable improvement in these plants. Shorter days and lower light 
levels do not seem to bother them. Repot before winter arrives. 
 
Cymbidium 
Finally we begin in earnest the main cymbidium season. Cymbidium ensifolium can give some early and 
fragrant hybrids, but it is now that the bulk of the crop will be flowering. The season lasts for about seven 
months, adding color to any collection. Miniature varieties will peak for the next three to four months. There 
are three important things to do: stake inflorescences ramrod straight for best presentation, watch for slugs 
and snails (especially just after a rain), and fertilize with a mild balanced formula regularly. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Oncidium crispum Complex 
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Oncidium crispum Complex 
This is the season for plants in Oncidium section crispum from Brazil to shine. Extremely vigorous hybrids 
come in wide varieties of markings dominated with chestnut and brown and butter yellow. Give plants high 
light to produce strong upright inflorescences. The pseudobulbs should be plump, so do not let the plants dry 
out while they are in bloom. Later, plants will enter a dormant period. 
 
 
Paphiopedilum 
The flowering season for the "toads" or "bulldog" paphs is just getting underway. These cannot be grown 
everywhere, but where cooler summer nights allow their growth, there is no longer-lasting or more exotic 
display than these. Paphiopedilums are, in general, not heavy feeders, and it is especially important with this 
type to reduce nitrogen levels now for best flowering and spike length. Be watchful for water accumulating in 
the growth around the sheath, or for the late-season warm spell, either of which can lead to the sheath's 
rotting. As the spikes emerge, do not change the orientation of the plant toward the light, as this can lead to a 
crooked or twisted spike. 
 
While paphiopedilums rarely like to dry out entirely, water needs are significantly reduced beginning now. 
Overwatering at this time of year can quickly lead to root rot or erwinia problems. Now is the time to 
practice good sanitary practices in your greenhouse or growing areas, as pest and disease problems have a 
way of multiplying rapidly in the darker and more crowded conditions that generally mark the winter growing 
area. With paphiopedilums, especially, "cleanliness is next to godliness" and if the growing area is littered 
with old foliage, weeds and dying flowers, keeping the plants alive and flowering will be next to impossible. 
 
Phalaenopsis 
Shortening days and cooler nights are the signals for inflorescence initiation in phalaenopsis. In more northern 
climates, or on the west coast, growers have already begun to see the early inflorescences that may be ready 
for Christmas. In the eastern areas, nights in the greenhouse will now be in the low to mid 60s, depending on 
the thermostat setting, so the first of our phalaenopsis will not begin to bloom until Valentine's Day at the 
earliest. 
 
A reduction in nitrogen levels will go a long way to giving the best possible spiking, as will a boost in 
potassium and phosphorus. In other words, a "bloom booster"-type fertilizer is definitely indicated in the next 
few months. Disease and pest problems are best dealt with now, especially as mealybugs hide in the bracts 
and flower buds. Once they have established themselves, they are difficult to eradicate, and flower damage or 
crippling results. Potential disease problems can be dealt with by the application of a copper-based compound 
to control/alleviate rot problems before they start. There is nothing more frustrating than to have shepherded 
your plants through a growing season, only to have them decline before your eyes. 
Vandaceous Genera 
Whereas the general decline in temperatures is beneficial to cool-growing orchids, it is not for vandaceous 
plants. The only cold-hardy member is Neofinetia falcata. Orient your plants in such a way as to take 
advantage of as much light as possible. This can be a problem in northern latitudes. Reduce watering and 
feeding schedules.  
�

�
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MOS Showtable  
 

Judges: Millard Hennessee, Bob Hesse, Chieko Collins  
Scribe: Linda Abrams 
 
19 plants exhibited                             7 p lants awarded 
 
Aerangis biloba x laurentil               Chieko & Ralph Collins 
Holcoglosssum wanghi                      Chieko & Ralph Collins 
Catasettum saccatum ‘Bert Girl’           Bob Richter 
Lc. Tiny Treasure ‘Hot Pepper’            Linda Abrams 
Paph. Henryanum                           George & Roberta Bonoff 
Phrag. Penn’s Creek Cascade               Heather McDonald 
Calanthe Rozel                            Deb & Ron Shusterman 
 
                    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

T’was the night before 
Christmas when all through the greenhouse not a 

creature was stirring not 
even a greenhouse mouse. 

The  paphs. And the phrags. 
were all nestled in their 
pots  with visions of 

shiny new  slippers dancing about. 
 
 When all of a sudden with a clash and a clatter 

the old water heater gave way with a spatter.  
Into the greenhouse ran the caretaker and wife, 
clutching their garments to save their life.  
There wasn’t much water all plants were saved and 
another holiday went on unscathed.     

                            
    
 
 
 
 
     

Christmas In the Orchid Garden  
Author: Linda Fortner,  Published on: November 1, 2 000,   
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Thanks to the Orchid Lady for this article-  Linda's Orchid Page http://orchidlady.com 
Copyright © 1996-2004 Linda Fortner. All rights reserved.   

Burrr! Winter has arrived here in the Western United States. All of the trees and flowers have gone into their winter 
slumber waiting for the warm spring rain to reawaken them once again. Thus begins our annual four months of dark days, 
blustery biting winds, and cold wet snow. With the snow and cold however, also comes the festive holidays of Christmas! 
And with the coming of Christmas, I had decided to tell you about all the orchids that have been 
nicknamed for Christmas. There is the "Christmas Bell," the "Christmas Flower," the "Christmas Lilly," the 
"Christmas Star," and two "Christmas Orchids!" So light a big fire in your fireplace, make yourself a hot cup 
of cocoa, (unless you live in the southern hemisphere -grin) and sit back while I tell you all about these 
special orchids.  

The bright red flowers of the "Christmas Bell" heads our list. Dendrobium lawesii is nicknamed the 
"Christmas bell" because it produces clusters of bright red to purple flowers that look just like bells. These beautiful 
flowers appear around Christmas time (as well as several other times of the year). The lawesii species is a warm to cool 
grower that originates from the Papua and New Guinea areas. They love to grow on tree branches high in the forests, 
and grow very well when mounted. The flowers are borne on short racemes that appear on the old leafless canes and 
produce up to 6 flowers. Like many Dendrobiums, the blooms appear on these old pendent canes year after year so don't 
be in a hurry to cut off those old leafless canes. This Dendrobium is quite easy to grow and would be a wonderful addition 
to your collection. 

Next on our Christmas list is Artorima erubescens which is known as the "Christmas Flower" because it too 
blooms around Christmas time and loves cold weather. This species is native to Central America and once 
belonged to the genus Epidendrum. It is also known as the "Blushing Artorima" and is the only species in 
this genus. This orchid grows in the cloud forests at high elevations around 3100 meters. The flowers are 
very fragrant and appear in winter through early spring. This orchid is quite difficult to grow in the average 
greenhouse because this orchid blooms when the night temperatures are below freezing! If you are brave enough and 
fortunate enough to actually own one of these unusual orchids, keep in mind that it grows best when mounted and be 
sure to keep it cold. Now this one I think I will try, I sure have the cold weather it wants! 

We now proceed to our next orchid, the "Christmas Lilly." Calanthe triplicata is another winter bloomer. It 
blooms all during the Christmas season beginning its flowery show in late November and continues on 
through the end of January. Calanthe triplicata was once called Calanthe veritifolia. If you own a plant that 
was grown or collected before the middle of the 1960's there is a good chance that the name on the tag will 
be Calanthe veritifolia. This is a very large orchid with pleated leaves which can reach up to 90 cm tall and 18 cm wide. 
Calanthe triplicata produces beautiful white 3 cm flowers. These flowers cover the inflorescence, which towers over a 
meter high above the plant. Many first believed this was a terrestrial orchid, but in fact it is not a true terrestrial. It 
naturally grows in the shaded areas of the forest in the leaf mold and humus that collects under the trees. Although it 
appears to be growing in the soil like a normal plant, the roots do not penetrate the ground very far. It grows along the top 
of the surface just under the leaves and debris that cover the ground. They love cool moist conditions and are really quite 
easy to grow. Plant them in the shady moist area of your garden and provide them with plenty of room to spread their 
roots. You may also plant them in a large, shallow pot with soil that is rich in humus. 

The cold dark winter night is approaching here in the orchid garden and I must put all of the orchids to bed. I will continue 
my story next month and tell you about the other three "Christmas orchids" on my list. Stop by and join me in the Orchid 
Garden next month to learn about my favorite, the "Christmas Star!" 

Visit these pages for a close up look of these beautiful Christmas Orchids.  

· Christmas Flower Artorima erubescens - Jay's Species page displays an excellent photo by Weyman Bussey of the 
"Christmas Flower." 

· Christmas Bell Dendrobium lawesii -A beautiful Photo of this Christmas Bell can be found on Greg Steenbeeke's page 
Orkology Kreations.  

· Christmas Lilly Calanthe triplicata - you can find two very good photos and a drawing of this orchid on Papua New 
Guinea Orchid News page The Drawing and on the AUSTRALASIAN NATIVE ORCHID SOCIETY  

· _______________________________________________________________________________________________·  
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· Japanese Wind Orchid (Neofinetia falcata) 
Author: Linda Fortner, http://www.orchidlady.com/orchidgarden/2002-01/index.html 
Published on: January 1, 2002, (this article has been edited. M Allan)  

Bring a touch of the Orient to your windowsill with a Japanese Wind Orchid! You too can cultivate this little jewel long 
treasured by Japanese royalty for its fragrance and foliage. In Japan, this orchid is commonly 
known as Fu-ran "The Wind Orchid." It is also known as Fuki-ran which means "Rich and 
Noble Orchid. Some history books document connections between the Samurai culture and 
this tiny plant. In his book A History of the Orchid, Merle A. Reinikka writes,  

"Samurai warriors grew Neofinetia falcata, known as an orchid of wealth and nobility."Samurai 
warriors would travel for miles in the search for this tiny orchid to bring back to the royal court. 
If the warrior succeeded in his quest, it was considered a sign of his bravery. Even today, 
Japanese royalty prize Neofinetia falcata for its beautiful foliage and wonderful fragrance of the 
dainty flowers. The Japanese Wind Orchid, Neofinetia falcata (Thunberg) H. H. Hu (1925), was the sole member 
of its genus until 1996. The generic name, Neofinetia, commemorates the French botanist Achille Finet (1862-
1913). The species name, falcata refers to the sickle-shaped prominent spur of the flowers. Due to its similarities 
to other orchids, Neofinetia falcata has been known by many different names. It was once most commonly listed 
as Angraecum falcatum (Thunb.) Schltr. because the little flowers produce 2" long spurs much like the 
Angraecums and the leaves are shaped like an Angraecum or the strap-leafed Vanda. 

Eventually, it was placed in its own unique genus where it was listed all by itself for many years. Recently, however, a 
new species has been added. Neofinetia richardsiana which E.A. Christenson described in 1996. Found in China and 
Korea, the main difference between the two species is the spur. The length of N. falcata is 4cm and the length of N. 
richardsiana is only 1cm.  

Neofinetia falcata is a tiny little 15cm epiphytic orchid that is widespread in China, Korea, Japan and the Ryukyu Islands. 
It has become a very popular orchid in the USA. N. falcata has been used extensively in hybridizing creating such 
beautiful hybrids as Neostylis (x Rhyncostylis), Ascofinetia (x Ascrocentrum), Vandafinetia (x Vanda) to name just a few 
of the over 30 currently available. By using Neofinetia as a parent, hybridizers achieve petite plants and floriferous nature 
in many different color combinations. I have the beautiful cross Ascofinetia Peaches 'Kultan' which blooms in late 
summer, the same time as my N. falcata.  

This little orchid and its hybrids are excellent for windowsill growing or under lights. Their 
compact habit is perfect for small areas. The fragrance of this little orchid produces fills a room 
like a very fragrant vanilla candle. Most of the hybrid crosses are very fragrant as well. 

During the summer active growth period, N. falcata requires humid conditions, plenty of water, 
and moderate shade. Sitting in a kitchen window above a sink or in a bright bathroom are ideal 
locations. In the winter when the roots are not actively growing, you should reduce watering 
slightly. In the orient, N. falcata is typically grown on mounds of sphagnum moss in shallow 

bonsai dishes made to look like they are sitting on mountains.  

The temperature preferred by this little jewel is really on the cool side when compared to other orchids. In the summer, it 
prefers a daytime average of 26-31C with nights of 19-23C. The minimum winter temperature should be no lower than 
10-12C. Preferred light range is 2000-3600 fc and they enjoy 80-85% humidity. Never let these little orchids dry out. 
Water liberally during the summer growing period. Lightly fertilize. If potted, make sure to flush the pots during watering 
to prevent accumulations of harmful salts and minerals. 

Allow your orchid to rest during the winter. Provide cooler temperatures and less water, but do not allow them to dry out. 
Stop fertilizing until new active growth appears in the spring. Give them as much light as possible during this time since 
the winter light is not as bright as the summer light. 
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MOS OFFICERS   
President   ����������	
��������������	
��������������	
��������������	
���� ���� 617-926-

2924 
peter.tishler@channing.harvard.edu  

Vice President  
�	�����	�
�	�����	�
�	�����	�
�	�����	�� ��� 401 965 
1358 

bleibume@hotmail.com 

Secretary  ��������������������������������� ��� 781 643 
7868 

drcjung@yahoo.com 

Treasurer  
��
����	��
��
����	��
��
����	��
��
����	��� ��� 781-899-
8702 

bfopitz@erols.com 

MOS Directors Charles Briggs 
 
 
Manual Garber 

617 846  
3063 

781 369 
1781 

chasbriggs@aol.com 
 
 
manual_garber@yahoo.com 
 

Past President  �������
������������
������������
������������
������ ��� 617 734 
9827 

bonoffg@rcn.com 

 ����   
 ������
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��	�������

��	�������

��	�� ��� 781-329-

1276 
malo1@rcn.com 

 ���������

����������
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781 729 
5013 

drbobhesse@compuserve.com 

 ����   
 ����� �!� �������� �!� �������� �!� �������� �!� ���� ���    617 628             

3133   
 
gfnadeau@aol.com  

    
Committee 
Chairs 

   

Chu Jung  781-643-
7868 

 
Drcjung@yahoo.com 

Membership  

Anne-Marie 
Beauregard 

978-263-
7248 

 

Program Chair 
 

Brian Leib Above above 

Newsletter Editor Maleia”millie” 
Allan 

781-321-
4395 

 
MillieMOS@aol.com 

Show Table  Linda Abrams  781 647-
0672 

- 

Mentors Anne-Marie 
Beauregard 

978-263-
7248 

 

AOS 
Representative  

Laura 
Eschenroeder  

781-259-
1464 lauresch@aol.com  

     
 

Hospitality  Betsy Opitz 781 899-
8702 

bfopitz@erols.com 

Raffle chair Bernie Wuensch 978-369-
7194 

wuensch@mit.edu  

Webmaster George Bonoff 617 734 
9827 

Bonoffg@rcn.com  

 
Culture Corner  

Bob Hesse 781- 
729-5013 

drbobhesse@compuserve.com 
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Saturday, December 3, Northeast Judging Center-Boylston, MA Tower Hill Botanic Gardens of Worcester,  

11 French Dr., Boylston, MA, Gary Kraus, 617 232 0314 or drorchid@aol.com .    

Tuesday, December 13 MOS Holiday Party- MOS Meeting, Suburban Experimental Station, 241 Beaver St., 
Waltham, MA, 7:00 pm 

Sat/Sun, January 28-29, 2006  Cape and Islands Orchid Society orchid show, SeaCrest Resort, Falmouth, MA 

HELP WANTED in orchid 

greenhouse 

I am seeking an individual who is interested in helping in my greenhouse. Person must 
desire to learn orchid care taking, wouldn’t mind having some flowers in their home.  
Work approx. 8 hours per week (flexible) but, must be consistent. Financial 
compensation may be possible, will be discussed with interested candidate(s). Contact: 
Robert J. Richter,  978-664-4380, www.bobscomp.com  or www.bobsfoto.com  
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