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N e x t  M e e t i n g :  
January 11, 2005 
 
The monthly meeting of the 
Massachusetts Orchid Society  
will be held on Tuesday,  
at 7:30 PM at the  
Suburban Experimental Station, 
241 Beaver Street, Waltham, MA.  

 
 January, 2005              
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Bob Gladstone has been growing orchids for eight years.  Bob has recently been attempting to 
manage several hundred plants efficiently, without a greenhouse, simply by keeping them under 
skylights, on windowsills and outdoors.  Bob has been using this growing method while trying not 
to enrage his wife, teenage daughter and three Siamese cats.  
 
  His results growing with different types of media have led him to a clear-cut 
preference for using semi-hydroponics for a wide variety of genera.  Bob will 
describe the semi-hydroponics method in several 
variations, reviewing the pros and cons of each method, 
and outlining practical ways of ensuring appropriate 
fertilizer and water quality.   
 
Some useful resources for information and 
materials will be cited.  Audience 
participation is encouraged during this meeting.  
 
So, we encourage you to share your 
own experiences with growing methods           and 
prepare questions regarding semi-
hydroponics for further exploration. 

 

 

Photo compliments of Kellys Korner Orchid supplies 
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SOIL-LESS AGRICULTURE?  HYDROPONICS 
By Lyndsey Erwin 
 
Increases in technology are constantly making life easier, and solutions to problems such as food 
shortages have begun to stem from once revolutionary ideas.  We continue to seek more efficient 
ways to use the world’s space and resources.  But unlike Canada and other countries already 
using hydroponics on a large scale, commercial level, mainstream United States is only recently 
recognizing the advantages of soil-less agriculture.   
 
Scientists began experimenting with hydro-ponics, the science of growing plants without soil in 
1950.At  the time, this seemed like a novel idea, but what many people didn’t – and still don’t—
realize is that hydroponics has been around for thousands of years.  Some of the earliest gardens 
were the hanging Gardens of Babylon and the Floating Gardens of China. 
 
After all those years of toiling in the hot sun and worrying about late season freezes, it was 
inevitable that someone would discover an easier, more efficient method of hobby gardening.  A 
hydroponic greenhouse is the equivalent to a 100-acre farm, according to Steve Sevener, owner 
of Atlantis Hydroponics in Athens. 
 
This is easier to comprehend by looking at the lush basil that grows inside Sevener’s store.  The 
growth rate of a hydroponic plant is 30 to 40 percent faster than that of most p0lants grown in 
soil, so Sevener grows two-and-a-half foot tall basil that can be harvested once a week rather 
than usual twice a year.  He also grows ripe tomato plants from seed in 45 days.   
 
How is this possible?  Well, there are several reasons, one of which is that hydroponic growers 
stimulate plants’ energy isn’t wasted on growing larger roots so that they concentrate on the 
important stuff – growing larger, healthier plant mass.  The plants are also remarkably healthy 
because they aren’t competing for soil and because indoor p0estsw are minimal. 
 
Hydroponic systems bring water and nutrients directly to the roots of the plants, by flooding or 
by a constant drip.  The direct application of nutrients to the roots increases absorption and even 
conserves water because the nutrients are reused. 
 
The water and nutrients are channeled through a growing medium that like the role of dirt in 
traditional gardening is used to suppo9rt the plants and their root systems and to aid in aeration.   
 
A popular medium is rock wool, a material produced from a volcanic rock and limestone which 
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comes to stores pressed in cubes not blocks.  Each cube typically gets o9ne use and is good for 
propagation.  Other mediums include coconut fiber, which is very popular as a medium in 
hanging baskets and holds more oxygen than Rockwool, and heavier “baked Clay” stone. 
 
Not only do plants save energy with a hydroponic system, growers do too.  Hydroponics is 
becoming popular with elderly gardeners who physically can’t take the constant bending over 
that traditional gardening requires. 
 
Some people just don’t have the space to plant a garden, such as Atlanta resident Alan Jones who 
recently took up hydroponic growing.  “A lot of plants won’t grow in Georgia like they will in 
Florida,” he says, but that’s not stopping him from growing orchids and other plants in his loft 
apartment.  People, who love to travel also love hydroponics because they don’t have to worry 
about who will water the plants while they are gone.  The low maintenance factor of hydroponic 
growing is especially appealing to Sevener, who is often away from the store pursuing his other 
love, professional cycling. 
 
With all the pros of hydroponics, why do things the hard way?  If it’s good enough for NASA, 
it’s good enough for you.  And for those who just can’t give up the outdoors, the systems work 
just as well on the porch.  Hydroponic kits are available in stores, but some people prefer to 
simply build their own.  The hardest part is getting started.  Then, just sit back and enjoy the new 
and improved fruits of your labor. 
  (Many thanks to Atlantis Hydroponics for the use of this article.) 

 
 

MOS SHOWCASE 
 

Scribe: Linda Abrams 
 
EXHIBIT         EXHIBITOR 
 
Phrag. Eric Young                                         Ralph & Chieko Collins                
__       
Promenaea paulensis  _________________________________________ _Linda Abrams_________   __  ____ 
Lc. Jungle Elf x Sc.  Beaufort                                                                         Linda Abrams                  ___ 
_____ 
Dtps. Kenneth Schubert “Blue Angel”         Pam Swearingen         _       _______ 
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Massachusetts Orchid Society 

 
Minutes of Meeting -Officers and Directors, December 7, 2004 

 
 

Present:  P. Tishler, R. Ziegler, B. Opitz, G. Baltoumas, D. Gosselin, R. 
Hesse, B Leib, G. Nadeau, C. Jung 
 
1.   Minutes of prior meeting were approved. 
 

2. Treasurer’s report (Opitz):  Current net worth is $30775.  MOS checking 
account balance is $8372.  Received $1200 for the Cynthia Guy Award.  Options for long term funding of the award were 
discussed-Zeigler to talk to the Guy family. 

 
3. MOS Show (Ziegler):  $3594 in show account-corresponds to ~$2000 profit for the society.  There were 94 attendees at the 

preview party; 928 total attendance at the show with only ~200 
4.  On Sunday.  The attendance was much lower than that at the previous show at Tower Hill, but orchid sales were good.  

Next show tentatively scheduled for the last weekend in September 2005. 
 

5. Membership (Jung):  MOS address book being prepared. 
 

6. Conservation (Hesse):  Received confirmation from the Ceiba Foundation for Tropical Conservation for a donation of $1564 
from the MOS and members.  KAPOK newsletter was received. 
Creation of MOS conservation study group and collaboration with other organizations (e.g., NEWFS) discussed.       
Possible topic: microrhiza fungi. 

 
7. Programs/speakers (Ziegler):  

a. January: Bob Gladstone on semi-hydrous (hydroponics) orchid culture 
b. February: Howard Ginzburg on mini-cats (tentative) 
c. March: Eric Christensen (to be confirmed) 
d. April: Arthur Ellison (Critter Creek Laboratory) on  viral testing 
e. May: to be determined 
f. June: Tom Nassar from Carolina Orchids.  Topic to be determined. 

8. New business: 

a. New shows:   
i.  Mass Hort: Nadeau to ask for volunteers for the Mass Hort spring show at the January MOS meeting. 
ii. NHOS: Feb. 18-20, 2005.  Volunteers to be determined. 
iii. Connecticut: Volunteers to be determined (Leib?). 
iv. Discussion on more installations of the MOS Educational Exhibit (MEE) at various libraries.  List of 

librarians who would act as references for the MEE will be compiled by Nadeau. 

b. Saturday field trip to the Ames Herbarium at Harvard scheduled for February 12, 2005.  Trip will be described to 
members at holiday meeting and in the next newsletter.  Use of public transportation recommended as parking will be 
limited or non-existent.  

c. MOS donation to the Ames Herbarium for work on a publication discussed. 

d. Compilation of useful orchid resources (dealers, orchid supply) was raised by Bob Gladstone (not present).  Logistics 
and format of listings were discussed.  Issue to be raised at next MOS meeting. 

Chu Jung 
 
 

�
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Directory of Orchid Resources 
 
 With the suggestion of Bob Gladstone and leadership of Charles Briggs, the MOS is creating an 
on-line directory of resources for the orchid grower/enthusiast.  We ask your help in compiling these 
resources.  Currently, our plan is to list resources, primarily in the Northeast, with links to appropriate 
web sites, in the following categories: 
 
 Orchid societies 
 Permanent orchid exhibits/greenhouses – e.g., Smith College, Winterthur 
 Native orchids– e.g., Garden in the Woods 
 Orchid conservation 
 Judging and judging center 
 Orchid libraries/key references 
 Orchid retailers 
 Orchid supplies 
 Resource people – e.g., general resource (e.g., Neptune, Hesse) or specific 
  Resource 
 
We need your input in several ways: 

 First, to suggest additional categories of                                        
resources;  
Second, to provide specific resources for each of these 
categories (including name, address, web site if possible, and 
brief description of what these resources provide). 
 
Identifying resource people will be especially challenging.  We 
encourage any of you to volunteer for this list if you have a 
skill or knowledge base that will help others. 
 
   

Please send information to Charles Briggs, (chasbriggs@aol.com; 617-846-3063) or  
                                           Peter Tishler, (peter.tishler@channing.harvard.edu; 617-926-2924). 
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Botanical Gardens of Smith College 

Lyman Conservatory, Northampton, MA 01063 

Tele: 413 585 2740   Fax: 413 585 2744 

Contact: Rob Nicholson, Conservatory Manager 

Public Hours: 8 am – 4 pm, Monday-Friday 

Business Hours: 8 am – 4:30 pm, Monday-Friday 

Collection: 50 – plus genera 

Largest Genera: Phalaenopsis, Paphiopedilum, Cymbidium, Bulbophyllum, Pleione 

Noteworthy Aspects: Collection houses more than 50 genera of orchids in 12 connecting 
greenhouses containing approximately 1,700 different herbaceous and woody plants. 
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Members of the Massachusetts Orchid Society are invited to tour the  

Harvard University Herbarium with Gustavo Romero on 
 Saturday, February 12, 2005.  Commencing at 10:00 am,  

Gustavo will lead us in a tour of the  
Herbarium collections and library.  The storied history about the Herbarium was  

told by Rob Nicholson at our November meeting, these are  
probably the best orchid resources in the New World. 

 
Please notify Peter Tishler if you will participate in this excursion,  

so that we have an approximate head count.  However, last minute attendees are  
certainly welcome.   

Email: peter.tishler@channing.harvard.edu 
Telephone:  617-926-2924   

  
The address of the Herbarium is 22 Divinity Avenue in Cambridge.  You  

may reach Gustavo at 617-495-2360 with any questions. 
 
 
 
 

 
MOS OFFICERS                                          
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President   Peter V. Tishler 617-926-2924 peter.tishler@channing.harvard.edu  
Vice President  Richard Ziegler 617 479 7128 richard@theorchidshack.com 
Secretary  Chu Jung 781 643 7868 drcjung@yahoo.com 
Treasurer  Betsy Opitz 781-899-8702 bfopitz@erols.com 
MOS Directors     

Past President  George Bonoff 617 734 9827 bonoffg@rcn.com 
 George Baltoumas 978 741 1719 GeorgeBalt@aol.com 
 Don Gosselin 781-329-1276 malol@rcn.com 
 Robert Hesse   781 729 5013 drbobhesse@compuserve.com 
 Brian Leib  401 965 1358 Prefer- bleibume@hotmail.com 

 brian_leib@brown.edu 
 Gerard Nadeau 617 628 3133 

 
prefer-gnadeau@trutharchitects.com   
 gfnadeau@aol.com  

    
Committee Chairs    

Chu Jung  781-643-7868 Membership@massorchid.org  Membership  
Anne-Marie 
Beauregard 

978-263-7248  

Program Chair  Richard Ziegler 617-479-7128 Richard@theorchidshack.com 
Newsletter Editor Maleia”millie” Allan 781-321-4395 MillieMOS@aol.com 
Show Table  Linda Abrams  781 647-0672 - 
Mentors Anne-Marie 

Beauregard 
978-263-7248  

AOS 
Representative  

Laura Eschenroeder  781-259-1464 lauresch@aol.com  

MOS Librarian  Paul Engelberg  617-470-4694 librarian@massorchid.org  
Hospitality  Betsy Opitz 781 899-8702 bfopitz@erols.com 
Raffle chair Bernie Wuensch 978-369-7194 wuensch@mit.edu  
Webmaster Kevin & Sarah Dillon   MOS@massorchid.org 

Bob Hesse 781-729-5013 drbobhesse@compuserve.com  Culture corner 
Charles Briggs 617-846-3063 chasbriggs@aol.com  

 
 

 
 

 

    

   
    

 

Photos in this edition of the MOS Newsletter were from the December 2004, show table and provided by Ernie Kahn. 
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Saturday, January 8 Northeast Judging Center-Boylston, MA Tower Hill Botanic Gardens of Worcester,  

11 French Dr., Boylston, MA, Gary Kraus, 617 232 0314 or drorchid@aol.com .    

Tuesday, January 11 MOS Meeting, Suburban Experimental Station, 241 Beaver St., Waltham, MA, 7:30pm 

Fri-Sun January 28- 30               The 2005 Miami Orchid Festival, South Florida’s Winter Orchid Extravaganza. For further 
details call 305 247 4398 or email: Vandas@mindspring.com 
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