
 

 
N e x t  M e e t i n g :  
November 8, 2005 

 
The monthly meeting of the 
Massachusetts Orchid Society  
will be held on Tuesday,  
at 7:30 PM at the  
Suburban Experimental Station, 
241 Beaver Street, Waltham, MA.  

 
 November, 2005              
 

 
MASSACHUSETTS ORCHID SOCIETY 

November Speaker:  
Glen Decker 

 
Glen Decker began growing orchids at the age of 15 and holds a 
degree of Associate in Applied Science in Ornamental Horticulture.   
 
Glen is presently the owner of Piping Rock Orchids 
(www.pipingrockorchids.com) and was recently the chairman of the 
American Orchid Society's Publications Committee.  He has won 

numerous awards, including the Nax Trophy, W.W. Wilson Award and the Butterworth Prize.   
 
He has been seen in Martha Stewart's Better Living Magazine and a PBS TV special called "Orchid 
Delirium".  Most recently, Glen wrote the Slipper section of the Brooklyn Botanic Garden's book "The 
Best Orchids for Indoors" and was the technical editor for Wiley Publication's "Orchid's for 
Dummies". 
 
Glen's lecture will generally be everything you ever wanted to know 
about Phrags.  This will include culture, the species and how they 
relate to hybrids and then finish with some hybrids with a final 
discussion of kovachii. 
 
 
http://autrevie.com/Articles/Phrag_kovachii.html Nina Rach’s 
website features a treatment of Phragmipedium kovachii, 
including a photograph of the dramatic flower, and links to 
additional information about the species. 
(Orchids magazine April 2005) 
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                MOS SHOWCASE 
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Seraphyta diffusa                                                                                              Brandt Moran           ________ 
Paphiopedilum Faire-Maud                                                                           _Bob Richter    __  ___  _______       
Paph. Mod Maude x Memoria Seuk Tapingyot                                            Bob Richter       _       ________  
Laeliocattleya Mari’s Song ‘CTM-217’                                                           Bob Richter_           __       ____ 
Anacheilium cochleatum (syn. Encyclia cochleata)                                 Penny  Caponigro_             ___ 
Cycnoches cooperii                                                         Gerard Nadeau_____    ______  
Group of Orchids                                                                                              Ralph & Chieko Collins __  __  
 
                                  Thanks to Brian Leib for proofreading the showcase table winners- plant types. 
 
 

�
DECEMBER 13, 2005 

7:00 P.M. 
 

Mark you calendars for the annual MOS Holiday Party to be held at the Field Station in lieu of a 
formal meeting.  This is an evening to visit with each other, to enjoy the food and of course, to admire 
the orchids.  
 
The MOS will provide the main course of turkey, ham and beverages.  This is a community event and 
members are asked to contribute as per the following breakdown: 
                            
          Last Name Begins With:                        
               A - H  Appetizers                                                                        
               I – R   Desserts 
               S – Z   Salads 
 
If you have a special dish that you wish to bring and it falls into a different category, go ahead and 
bring it.  Also feel free to bring a guest and your blooming orchids for the show table. 
 
Linda Abrams has volunteered to coordinate the gift grab.  Bring in your wrapped gift and see Linda 
for a ticket.  Gifts should not exceed $12.00 in value.   
Volunteers are needed for set up and breakdown.  If you can assist, please arrive at 6:30. 
 
Thank you, Roberta Bonoff 
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Massachusetts Orchid Society 
 

Minutes of Meeting of Officers and Directors, October 11, 2005 
 

Present:  P. Tishler, B Leib, G. Bonoff, Don Gosselin, G. Nadeau, Charles Briggs, Manuel Garber, C. Jung 
 
Absent: B. Opitz, R. Hesse 
 

I. Short meeting held at the Field Station immediately prior to the regular monthly open meeting. 
 

II. Minutes of prior meeting were approved.         
            

III. OLD business 

A. Library:  to be deferred to next full BOD meeting. 
 
IV. NEW business 

A. Received invitation from Ocean State Orchid Society for an MOS exhibit at their show.  Leib to lead 
MOS effort with help from Bonoff.  PLANTS needed for exhibit.                                

B. MOS participation at NHOS, CAIOS and Mass Hort Spring shows briefly discussed. 

C. Future plant sales at Elm Bank (May 21, 2006) and Tower Hill (June 2-3, 2006) discussed.  Volunteers 
may be needed, especially at Tower Hill.   

D. Discussion of MOS show at Elm Bank 

1. MOS got only 4 paid memberships (1 new member, 3 renewals) 

2. Logistics: better lighting, heaters for vendor area, lack of signs directing visitors to show and parking 
lots, MOS members paying to see our own show (subsidy for members?).  Last item to be discussed 
with members at following open meeting. 

3. MOS needs a show “bible” or template (master plan) for future shows detailing steps needed to setup 
show. 

4. Special awards to MOS members discussed (in addition to our awards given at annual meeting).  
Nadeau to supply current list of award recipients and design special awards. 

E. Income from MOS orchid auction (last month) and ways to improve results discussed. 

 
V. Meeting adjourned.  Next meeting to be hosted by G. 

Bonoff. 
 
Chu Jung             

 
 
                                                                                                                                    
Ron & Deb Shusterman Showtable Coordinators 
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MOS 2005 Orchid Show – September Song 
 

The end of September and the beginning of October was a 
September Song of Orchids in bloom. On display was a 
wondrous array of orchids from neighboring Orchid 
Societies and Vendors. 
 
Cape & Islands Orchid Society (CAIOS), New Hampshire 
Orchid Society (NHOS), Central New England Orchid 
Society (CNOS) along with Pilgrim Colonies Orchid Society 
(PCOS) and Ocean State Orchid Society (OSOS) 
complimented the wonderful MOS display by George 
Baltoumas and a great crew of volunteers. 
 

Orchid vendors on hand were A & P Orchids, De Rosa Orchids, Wickford Orchids, Marlow Orchids, Brennan 
Orchids, Mountain Orchids, J & L Orchids along with Tindara Orchids, Bobs Orchids and Piping Rock 
Orchids, (Note: Glen Decker of Piping Rock is our November 8th speaker). These vendors had thousands of 
plants in the sales tent, in addition to putting up award winning displays in the show hall. 
 
Also displaying and selling at the show were Kelleys Korner Orchid Supplies, Andre Godbout with his 
beautiful orchid jewelry and Jai Kelly with stunning cornstarch orchids. Bob Hesse was also on hand with his 
amazing orchid photography and Peter Grigg with ceramic renderings of orchids 
 
Thursday of show week is both the longest and most exciting day as in the course of 14 hours the hall moves 
from a bare pallet to a beautiful blooming extravaganza. From constructing displays to setting the sales areas 
and registering the plants the bustle of activity is endless. And all the while the minions must be fed 
 
The backdrop to all this activity is the show support crew. At registration Joanna Ekstrom from CNOS and 
MOS added by Eleanor and Dick Phillips from CAIOS and MOS and MOS friend Ralph Levy, delivered in 
record time. George Bonoff served an as general factotum and gofer 
and Laura DiMare along with here husband Rocco fed us all, all the 
time throughout the weekend. 
 
Friday dawned with coffee and pastries for 60 assembled judges and 
clerks led by Mary Ann Grigg and Bob Hesse. Ribbon judging was 
followed by the judges’ luncheon again by the redoubtable Laura and 
Rocco. After lunch the judges’ assembled again for AOS sanctioned 
judging. 
 
The gala preview party began at 7PM Friday evening. Guests entered 
accompanied by the sweet music of two groups featuring Linda 
Abrams, Trio Sans Singers & Blue Parrot . Mass Hort supplied food 
and drinks this time.  The evening was well attended by both MOS and Mass Hort. members. This year’s 
preview party had many more guests than the previous year and all had a good time. During the course of 
the show awards were presented, particular highlights were the presentation of the Cynthia Guy best bloom 
award by her daughter Cynthia and the presentation of the newly named John E. Miller award for best 
Odontoglossum by John Miller. 
 
Special note has to be made of the hard work of the Mass Hort. crew led by there liaison Carolyn Weston and 
by members of the MOS board led by President Peter Tishler and to Irv Versoy who once again served as 
show treasurer. 
 
George Bonoff 
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Hi, It's Brian Leib:  
 
Our MOS display will be present at the Ocean State Orchid Society's show 
November 18-20  with setup on the 17th. If you have any plants that will be in bloom 
and you would be willing to let me use them for the Massachusetts Orchid Society's 
display, please let me know. 
 
 This event will be an American Orchid Society judged event, if you have a plant 
you'd like judged, but missed the judging deadline, please email me at 
bleibume@hotmail.com, if you will have plants or talk to me at the MOS meeting.  

______________________________________________________________________________________
_DDear Fellow MOS members, 
 
I am forwarding you a very important request for fl oral tissue for research from a 
colleague of mine. Please make sure you call or rep ly to Barbara directly; her email and 
cell phone number is at the end of her message belo w. 
 
Thanks for your help!! 
Dan Fulop  
 
Dear fellow orchidologists, 
 
I am a Dutch scientist studying the genetics of the  development of orchid  
flowers and just arrived at Harvard University at C ambridge, MA on a grant  
from the Arnold Arboretum to do research for a year . 
 
Unfortunately, the FEDEX transport of my samples fo r RNA isolation from The  
Netherlands to Harvard went wrong and my material a rrived here yesterday  
useless for further experiments. I am therefore des perate to get some new  
material to work with as soon as possible. 
 
For my experiments, I am looking for Encyclia cochl eata and Dactylorhiza  
majalis plants with early stage floral buds (i.e. b etween 1 and 3 cm long  
and not open, yet). 
 
If you have any of these plants with the right stag e floral buds in your  
collection, I would be very interested to get in to uch with you. 
 
Thanks in advance for your help!                                 
Best wishes, 
Barbara 
 
B. Gravendeel, PhD        
 
Harvard University 
Organismic & Evolutionary Biology 
16 Divinity Avenue 
Cambridge, MA 02138 
 
Email: barbaragravendeel@hotmail.com               
hand phone 1 857 928 0235                                                                
                                     
___________________________________________________________Phalaenopsis________________ 
                                                 Update from AOS: 
  
From the newly formed membership committee at the A OS annual meeting the 
announcement came that in January there will be a M ember-get-a-Member incentive 
program to encourage all society members to join th e AOS.  Each current member 
who signs up a new member will get a free plant fro m one of the sponsoring 
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vendors - the new member will get a free plant, too .  

Watch for this in the January issue of ' Orchids '. 
On a sadder note the AOS staff returned from the An nual meeting, hosted by the 
Sonoma County Orchid Society, with only a few days to prepare their homes and 
the building and greenhouses for the onslaught of H urricane Wilma.  If you are 
familiar with the geography of south Florida you wi ll recognize the names of the 
cities most affected - unfortunately, Delray Beach was right in the thick of 
it.  Lee Cooke states that the staff is all-fine th ough their homes were 
damaged, but the gardens at 16700 AOS Lane are destroyed . The gardens had 
recovered from last year's storms and were looking gorgeous. It is so depressing 
to think that we're back to square one and must wai t for the debris to be 
removed before evaluating what remains.  The greenh ouse was also badly damaged. 

Laura Eschenroeder LaurEsch@aol.com  
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                                 Photos compliments  of Ernest Kahn 
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MOS OFFICERS  

  

   
President   Peter V. Tishler 617-926-2924 peter.tishler@channing.harvar

d.edu  
Vice President  Brian Lieb  401 965 1358  Bleibume@hotmail.com 
Secretary  Chu Jung 781 643 7868 drcjung@yahoo.com 
Treasurer  Betsy Opitz 781-899-8702 bfopitz@erols.com 

 

MOS Directors Charles Briggs           617 846 3063  charlesbriggs@aol.com  

 Manual Garber           781 369 1781  Manual_Garber@yahoo.com 

Past President George Bonoff 617 734 9827 bonoffg@rcn.com 
 George Baltoumas 978 741 1719 GeorgeBalt@aol.com 
 Don Gosselin 781-329-1276 malol@rcn.com 
 Robert Hesse   781 729 5013 drbobhesse@compuserve.com 
 Brian Leib  401 965 1358 Prefer- 

bleibume@hotmail.com  
 Gerard Nadeau           617 628 3133 

 
prefer-
gnadeau@trhutharchitects        
.com   
 gfnadeau@aol.com  

    
Committee Chairs    

Membership  Chu Jung  781-643-7868 Membership@massorchi
d.org  

 Anne-Marie 
Beauregard 
 

978-263-7248  

Program Chair  Brian Lieb 401 965 1358  bleibume@hotmail.com 
Newsletter Editor Maleia ”Millie” Allan 781-321-4395 MillieMOS@aol.co m 
Show Table  Linda Abrams  781 647-0672 

 
- 

Mentors Anne-Marie 
Beauregard 

978-263-7248  

AOS Representative  Laura Eschenroeder  781-259-1464 lauresch@aol.com  
MOS Librarian   

 
  

Hospitality  Betsy Opitz 781 899-8702 bfopitz@erols.com 
Raffle chair Bernie Wuensch 978-369-7194 wuensch@mit.edu  
Webmaster George Bonoff 617 734 9827 bonoffg@rcn.com 
Culture corner Bob Hesse 781-729-5013 drbobhesse@compuserv

e.com  
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Saturday, November 5,  Northeast Judging Center-Boylston, MA Tower Hill Botanic Gardens of Worcester,  

11 French Dr., Boylston, MA, Gary Kraus, 617 232 0314 or drorchid@aol.com   

Tuesday, November 8 MOS Meeting, Suburban Experimental Station, 241 Beaver St., Waltham, MA, 7:30 pm 

SPEAKER: Glen Decker from Piping Rock Orchids.   www.pipingrockorchids.com  

TOPIC:  Everything you ever wanted to know about Phrags.  

November 18-20 Ocean State Orchid Society Orchid show, Varnum Armory, 6 Main Street, East 
Greenwich, RI.   Contact: MOS VP- Brian Lieb bleibume@hotmail.com  or 
www.oceanstateorchidsociety.org   This will be an AOS judged Orchid show. 

 
AOS CALENDARS ARE STILL AVAILABLE AT THE BARGAIN PR ICE  

OF $11 .00 EACH.           Stock up now for holiday gifts.  Quantities are limited!  

                  Contact -- Laura Eschenroeder @ LaurEsch@aol.com 
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