
 
N e x t  M e e t i n g :  
August 8, 2006 
The monthly meeting of the 
Massachusetts Orchid Society  
will be held on Tuesday,  
at 7:30 PM at the  
Suburban Experimental Station, 241 
Beaver Street, Waltham, MA.  
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Victor was originally a baker before getting into the orchid business. He opened  
the current flower shop in 1944 along with his father. He bought out the Adams  

Orchid collection and the Dane Orchid collection in the 1950's. His wife Nelda has 
 been his support over these many years. His daughter Carol, sister Mary and granddaughter 

Victoria along with many relatives and friends have assisted him over the years with his 
work and exhibits.  He is an extremely talented floral designer. Victor has designed 
arrangements for many people over the years; including the late Jacqueline Onassis-

Kennedy.  He has also won numerous awards for his show exhibits. Vic exhibits in at least 
4 shows on an annual basis.  The Boston Flower Show is always 

his biggest exhibit.  
 

Victor has a genuine love for people and orchids. He started many people growing orchids 
by his generosity alone. He has always said, "If God gave me a chance to do it all over 

again; I would do the exact same thing. I know I have been blessed." If and when he retires; 
he would like to travel to the Avellino, Italy where he was born and visit relatives and 

friends there. He also wants to spend time in Coco Beach, Florida where his daughter and 
her family currently reside. 
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Massachusetts Orchid Society 
Minutes of Meeting of Officers and Directors,  

July 11, 2006,  
At Waltham Experiment Station, before general Meeti ng 

 
Present: G. Bonoff, R. Hesse, B. Opitz,  P. Fougere, Gerard Nadeau, Charlie Briggs, Manny 

(Manuel)  Garber. 
 

Absent: Peter Tishler, Bernie Wuensch. 
 

I. Minutes of prior meeting were approved 
 

II. Programs: 
 

August: Victor DeRosa On Repotting. There is a biography of DeRosa by Peter Cataldo in the July  
Newsletter. 

 
III. Old Business 

 Treasurer's report was approved. Net worth: $28,522.  
A comparison of cash flow: FY 2005 vs. FY 2006 was presented. 

 
IV. New Business: 

 
A. Email saves money on stamps, envelopes and printing.  Use of email for monthly bulletins should be 

encouraged. 
B. Paul Fougere has volunteered to repair lock on MOS cabinet. 

C. Proposal for computer for MOS: cost ~ $866, Tax free.  Custodian will be president and members will have 
access on meeting dates. 

D. Liability insurance was discussed.  MOS is insured at present. 
E. Display on web site is now working; members should be encouraged to offer exhibits at local libraries. 

F. Need for greeters at our coming show in Boylston was discussed; theme "Falling for Orchids" 27-29 October; 
1/2 day on Friday and all day Saturday, from 10:00 AM to 4:30 PM on Sunday. 
G.  We have some display people who will not show up but Orchidphile, Kinder Wasser and Denis Deslasandra 

will come. 
H.  The required submission of the form detailing officers and board members to the office of Mass. Secretary of 

State has been sent by the "Clerk"  (secretary) of MOS. 
 

V. Meeting adjourned; Peter Tishler will host the August 8’Th board meeting. 
 

Paul Fougere, Secretary 
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MOS Annual Orchid Show, October 27-29, 2006  

The Massachusetts Orchid Society is preparing for its 2006 Show.  The theme of this year’s 
event is “ Falling for Orchids.”  

Please inform me by August 15, 2006, if you intend to create a display.  We will need to know 
whether your exhibit will be floral, artistic or educational in nature; as well as which of the 
ornamentation display areas you need. 
 

I welcome questions, comments, and inquiries: 
 

Peter V. Tishler 
199 Coolidge Avenue, Apt. 510 

Watertown, MA 02472 
Tel. 617-926-2924 

Peter.Tishler@channing.harvard.edu 
�
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MOS OFFICERS 
 

  

President   George Bonoff 978-734-
9827 

Bonoff@rcn.com  
  

Vice President  Brian Leib 401-965-
1358 

Bleibume@hotmail.com  
 

Secretary  Paul Fougere 781 275 
2838 

eregroup@hotmail.com  
 

Treasurer  Betsy Opitz 781-899-
8702 

bfopitz@erols.com  
 

MOS Directors     
    

 Bernie Wuensch 978-369-
7194 

wuensch@mit.edu  

    
 Robert Hesse 

  
781 729 

5013 
drbobhesse@compuserve.com  

 Brian Leib  401 965 
1358 

Prefer- bleibume@hotmail.com  
 brian_leib@brown.edu 

 Gerard Nadeau  617 628              
3133   

prefer-gnadeau@trutharchitects.com    
 gfnadeau@aol.com  

    
Committee 
Chairs  
 

   

Chu Jung  781-643-
7868 

Drcjung@yahoo.com  Membership  

Pam Swearingen  
 

pgswearingen@yahoo.com  
 

Program Chair  Brian Leib 401-965-
1358 

 

Bleibume@hotmail.com  
 

Newsletter 
Editor 
 

Maleia”millie” 
Allan 

781-321-
4395 

 

MillieMOS@comcast.net  

Show Table  Linda Abrams  781 647-
0672 

 

- 

Mentors  
 

  

AOS 
Representative  

Laura   
Eschenroeder  

781-259-
1464 

 

lauresch@comcast.net  

MOS Librarian  Darla white  617-629-
9880 

orchids@potswift.org  
 

Hospitality  Betsy Opitz 781 899-
8702 

bfopitz@erols.com  
 

Raffle chair Bernie Wuensch 978-369-
7194 

wuensch@mit.edu  
 

Webmaster George Bonoff 617 734 
9827 

Bonoffg@rcn.com  
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POTTING ORCHIDS 

   I have been asked many questions about how to pot different orchids. Here are some guidelines that may help. 
 
What kind of pots should be used?  
 
   Clay pots are good if you grow your orchids in high humidity or if you tend to over water because the surface of the pot is porous 
 and the moisture will pass through it. They are more expensive and heavier than plastic pots. Most commercial growers use plastic 
pots because they are cheaper and much lighter than clay. At the current cost of shipping, every ounce of weight is significant.  
          Many orchids (Dendrobiums, Cattleyas, Oncidiums just to name a few) grow better mounted on tree bark, pressed tree fern,  
or cork bark with a little sphagnum moss around the roots. Mounted orchids need to be watered more frequently than potted orchids. 
 
 

What kind of media should I use? 
  
    Now that is a harder question to answer than the pot question. There are many types of media available that can be used for your 
orchids.  
 
    Cork nuggets, wine corks, fir bark (small, medium, and large), osmunda, rock wool, New Zealand Sphagnum moss, tree fern, lava 
rock, soil less mixtures, and, I know you won't believe this, but I heard about a man that swears by horse manure! You may purchase 
all of the above from various sources. Or, you can make your own mix like I do.  I use equal portions of small size fir bark, small 
charcoal chips, and perlite. This mix is best for orchids with tiny or fine roots.  
 
    I make a similar mix using medium size fir bark, medium size charcoal chips, and a larger grade of perlite for my large-root type  
plants like my Cattleyas. I have also had good luck with Sunshine Mix which is a peat-based mix for my Phalaenopsis and 
Miltonias.  
     My Phaphiopedilums are potted in either the fine bark mixture or N.Z. Sphagnum moss.  Peanuts! Those little peanuts you find in 
all your packages are just the thing for lining the bottom of your pots (they create a large air space to collect and drain any excess 
water).  
 
     You can use broken pieces of clay pots or rocks, but these materials are heavy.  

 
 Orchid Soil Mix   

   Orchids typically need to be repotted once per year. It's time to repot when you see yellowing foliage, 
poor moisture retention or drainage, rotting or matted roots, poor growth or blooming. The best time to 
repot your orchid issoon after flowering or just after new growth appears. Contains 30-40% volcanic rock; 
30-40% aged fir bark; and 30-40% horticultural charcoal. Ready-to-Use, no additives required Slightly 
acidic mix is ideal for orchids, bromeliads and many other epiphytic plants. Contains select Western fir 
bark, charcoal and an exclusive lava-derived organic material. Packaged in a handy stand-up "Zipper 
Seal" bag 
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What size pot should I use? 
  
   Never over pot (using a pot larger than necessary)! If the orchid has good root growth (a lot of healthy roots--white with green 
tips), the next size larger pot would be just right. IF you have lost a lot of the roots (due to trimming brown and mushy roots -- see 
below) a one size smaller pot may be what you need. 

  
 

How do you re-pot? 
  

   Always-trim away most of the dead roots before potting. I soak my media in a pail of water and use it wet when I pot. Another 
thing to remember is there is no way you are going to keep all the roots inside the pot! It is ok to let the roots grow out of the pot. I 
always like to tell people that orchids are in the pots for your benefit, not theirs. I am sure many of the potted orchids would be 
happier clinging to a large tree high above the jungle floor . If I have divided an orchid, I always dust the places I cut with sulfur. 
The sulfur helps avoid rot. Don't let your newly potted orchids wiggle loosely in the pot. Stake the plant so it is seated firmly in the 
media. After re-potting, I place the plant in a shaded area and do not water it for about two weeks. (This is why I soak my media). 
When I see new root growth, I move the orchid to its new place on the greenhouse benches. I pot in the spring since most orchids 
begin their new growth at that time of year. If I need to re-pot any other time of year, I will do so only after the plant has completed 
blooming or if the new roots are less than 1/2" long. I re-pot each orchid every two years because the bark breaks down (rots) which 
could in turn start rotting the plant roots.  
 

   Ok, here come all the don'ts. I learned not to do these the hard way... I did them all: 
 
   Don't jump from potting mix to potting mix, when you find something that works, stay with it! Or, if you insist on being 
adventurous, try only a few plants in the new mix and not your whole collection! 
 
   Don't try to re-pot everything in one day if you have a large collection. Start with a few (5-10) plants and wait a week or two to see 
how well they adapt to your potting methods and materials -- especially if you are new to re-potting orchids. Remember, you will 
need sufficient space in a shaded area to keep the re-potted orchids while they adapt to their new homes. 
 
   Don't over water a newly re-potted plant. 
 
   Don't divide your plants into very small divisions. 
 
   Don't use dirty pots! Always use new or sterilized pots. Sterilize your cutting tools between each plant to avoid spreading viruses 
and diseases (I use a small propane torch for my cutting tools). Keep your work area clean between potting (use newspaper -- place a 
new piece down for each new plant). 
 

  
Follow these guidelines and have fun potting! 

 
 
 

 

  Bookmark this article in social bookmarking sites 

 

 

Excerpt from Linda’s Orchid Pages…http://www.orchidl ady.com/main.html 
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MOS Annual Orchid Show, October 27-29, 2006 

 

The Massachusetts Orchid Society is preparing for its 2006 Show.  The theme of this year’s event is 
“ Falling for Orchids.”  

Please inform me by August 15, 2006, if you intend to create a display.  We will need to know whether  
your exhibit will be floral, artistic or educational in nature; as well as which of the ornamentation 

display  
areas you need. 

 
I welcome questions, comments, and inquiries: 

 
Peter V. Tishler 

199 Coolidge Avenue, Apt. 510 
Watertown, MA 02472 

Tel. 617-926-2924 
Peter.Tishler@channing.harvard.edu 
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Saturday, August 5 

 

Northeast Judging Center-Boylston, MA, Tower Hill Botanic Gardens of Worcester,  

11 French Dr., Boylston, MA,             Gary Kraus,  M.D.     Drorchid@aol.com .    

           Presentations begin @ 10:00 am.         Judging begins approx. 12 noon 

Meetings are scheduled for the first Saturday of each month 

Tuesday, August 8 MOS Meeting, Suburban Experimental Station, 241 Beaver St., Waltham, MA, 7:30pm 

                      Speaker: Sidney Cywes          Subject:  Disas 

MOS NEWSLETTER 

VIA E-MAIL  

How can I contribute to the MOS?  You can contribute to the society by receiving the 
monthly newsletter via e-mail as opposed to postal service delivery. 

PLEASE ENSURE THE MEMBERSHIP DEPARTMENT HAS A CURRE NT EMAIL 
ADDRESS FOR YOU.  Thank You, Maleia Allan Newsletter Editor 
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