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If you were like me and missed the festivities this year, George has done a great job recapping whatw e missed!
Thank you, George for the article, Roberta and ever  yone who worked
diligently to make the 2005 MOS party a success! M . Allan

Let me proclaim for all to read that Brian Lieb’s mom makes the worlds
best cookies. It's not my friend Ralph’s mom or your Aunt Tillie or even
Mrs. Fields, indeed Mrs. Fields should give up the field to Mrs. Lieb. A
dazzling array of Mrs. Lieb’s cookies along with some of the most
scrumptious deserts ever, graced one end of our bountifully laden food
tables.

At the other end we were
greeted with some wonderful appetizers including dip, a pate’, shrimp and a
huge plate of still warm Shumai. How in the world did they get there? Well
we can all thank Chieko Collins for that fabulous addition. A lot of time was
spent explaining the Shumai but after a while | realized that if | did not do
such a good job explaining there would be more for me!

At the center of it all were a group of lovely and delicious salads. While | do
not know who made that absolutely wonderful potato salad, this author
especially appreciated it.

As always the MOS supplied the main course and the beverages. Two huge
and scrumptious Honey Baked hams and Two 20+ pound turkey’s graced the
side tables. This year yours truly prepared the turkeys. Roberta Bonoff handled
the party planning and setup along with a ready and able corp of volunteers.

This year as in the past there has been much interest in the distribution of the
remains, the ham bones and the turkey carcass’s in particular. Starting next
year an additional feature of the party will be a lottery of the ham bones and
turkey carcass’s

The evening began with one of the finest show tables of the year. It was a thrill
that on one of the coldest nights of the year that we would have a large member turnout and some of the most
spectacular plants ever. Chieko and Ralph Collins as always brightened our show table (Chieko can do more than cook).
And a special note of thanks to Laura Eschenroeder for bringing in that amazing Stanhopea.

While the Holiday party was very well attended and we got to see many old friends and got a chance to make knew ones,
we also noted many absences. Friends have moved and others felt the pressures of other commitments. Finally some of
our dear friends were not well enough to attend.

We missed you all.
George H Bonoff

Photos by Ernest Kahn
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CYRTOPODIUM SCHARGELLII (CYRTOPODIINAE, ORCHIDACEAE),
A NEW SPECIES FROM NORTHERN SOUTH AMERICA

GusTAvO A. ROMERO GONZALEZ,1 GERARDO AYMARD,?
AND GERMAN CARNEVALI-FERNANDEZ-CONCHA3

Abstract. Anew species of Cyrtopodium from west-northwest Venezuela and
from Departamento de Cordoba in Colombia is described and illustrated
(omitted). It is related to and in the past was confused with Cyrtopodium
punctatum, a species from Florida and the Greater Antilles, from which it is
easily distinguished based on its much larger and wider bracts and sepals with
slightly wavy margins. It differs from all other Venezuelan species of
Cyrtopodium in its epiphytic habit and the presence of aerial roots like the ones
observed in species of subtribe Catasetinae. Its large flowers and the different

proportions of the floral segments distinguish it from Brazilian epiphytic

Cyrtopodium species such as C. gigas and C. palmifrons.

Resumen. Se describe y se ilustra una nueva especie de Cyrtopodium del oeste-noroeste de Venezuela y del
Departamento de Cérdoba de Colombia. Esta nueva especie esta relacionada con Cyrtopodium punctatum, una
especie de Florida y las Antillas Mayores, con la que se habia confundido en el pasado pero de la cual se distingue
facilmente por tener bracteas, sépalos y pétalos muchos mas grandes, anchos y sélo ligeramente ondulados.

Se diferencia de todas las otras especies venezolanas del género por su habito epifito y por tener raices

aéreas como las que se pueden observar en especies de la subtribu Catasetinae. Por el tamafio mayor de las flores
y las diferentes proporciones de los segmentos florales se distingue de otras especies también epifitas de

Brasil, entre las que se pueden mencionar C. gigas y C. palmifrons.

Keywords: Cyrtopodium, tropical forests, Venezuela,
Colombia, Brazil.

Cyrtopodium schargellii G. A. Romero,
Aymard & Carnevali, sp. nov. TYPE:
VENEZUELA. Portuguesa: Distrito Guanare,
Municipio Boconoito, bosque hiimedo-seco
tropical, lugar inundado de la represa del rio
Bocond, 250, epifita en copa de palma alta, 14
January 1984, B. Stergios & D. Taphorn 7819
(Holotype: PORT; fragment: AMES). Fig. 1-2.
Usage synonym: Cyrtopodium paniculatum
auct. non (Ruiz & Pavon) Garay, Venez.
Orchid. lll. 4: 64-65. 1966; Fl. Venez. 15,

4: 18-19. 1970; Orchids Venezuela 150.

1979.

Cyrtopodium punctatum auct. non (L.)

Lindl., Harvard Pap. Bot. 4: 328. 1999.
Cyrtopodium punctatum auct. non (L.)

Lindl., OrchidsVenezuela, ed. 2, 149. 2000.

Ab omnibus speciebus ex affinitate Cyrtopodii

punctati (L.) LIndl. quae vaginas inflatas pedunculi
panicularum gerentes, sepala petalaque elliptica,
integerrima, non vere undulata, atque bracteae
ramorum paniculae valde evolutae, forsan foliosae
dicendae differt. Cyrtopodium paniculatum (Ruiz &
Pavon) Garay cum eo olim confusum vaginas
adpressas, non inflatas demonstrans.

Herbs epiphytic, caespitose, forming conspicuous
clumps 1.0 m or more wide. Roots

not present in the specimens examined but,
based on our observations, consisting of two
types, the thick, velaminous normal roots that
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attach the plant to the substrate and nonabsorbing
smaller roots projecting upward from the substrate.
Pseudobulbs fusiform, erect, flowering ones, at
maturity, to 0.60 m long and 4 cm We are grateful to K.
Gandhi (HUH) for his advice on botanical nomenclature,
to L. A. Garay for the Latin diagnosis, to E. Tua
(Guanare, Venezuela) for allowing one of us (G.A.) to
study a plant cultivated in his garden, and to the staff of
NY, PORT, and VEN for kindly processing loans. Bobbi
Angell’'s drawing was financed by a fund provided by the
Arizona Orchid Society and the Massachusetts Orchid
Society. 10akes Ames Orchid Herbarium, Harvard
University Herbaria, 22 Divinity Avenue, Cambridge,
Massachusetts 02138, U.S.A. E-mail:
romero@oeb.harvard.edu 2UNELLEZ-Guanare,
Programa de R. N. R. Herbario Universitario (PORT),
Mesa de Cavacas, Portuguesa 3350, Venezuela. E-
mail: gaymard@cantv.net 3Herbarium CICY, Centro de
Investigacion Cientifica de Yucatan A. C. (CICY), Calle
43, No. 130, Col. Chuburna de Hidalgo, 97200 Mérida,
Yucatan, México. E-mail: carneval@cicy.mx Harvard
Papers in Botany, Vol.

10, No. 1, 2005, pp.

123-127.

© President and

Fellows of Harvard

College, 2005.

NOTE- DRAWINGS
OMITTED DUE TO
SPACE LIMITATIONS
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In diameter with up to 18 internodes; leafless
ones light green, with persistent, tight fitting

leaf sheaths, the sheaths with sharp spines

along their articulation with the lamina. Leaves
elliptic lanceolate, dark green, to 74 cm long

and 4.0 cm wide, articulate with the leaf sheath.
Inflorescence paniculate, to 80 cm tall; peduncle
55 cm long, with 4-5 tubular, light yellowish
green basal bracts, obliquely opened at the

apex, becoming larger and increasingly inflated
toward the apex, additionally with 1-3 browish
yellow lightly spotted maroon, leaf-like, ovate
bracts below the first branch of the inflorescence,
and additional light green lightly spotted

maroon bracts decreasing in size from the base
of the first branch to each additional branch, the
largest being 55 mm long and 30 mm wide, the
smallest one 45 mm long and 25 mm wide,
margins slightly undulate; floral bracts brownish
yellow spotted maroon, ovate, to 20 mm

long and 15 mm wide. Ovary pedicellate

green, to 25 mm long. Sepals broadly elliptic,
blunt at the apex, brownish yellow spotted with
maroon, to 22 mm long, to 13 mm wide, margins
lightly undulate; petals obovate, rounded

with a small point (apiculum) at apex, pale yellow
lightly spotted with maroon, to 16 mm long

and 9 mm wide, margins lightly undulate near

the apex; labellum from a short cuneate claw,
3-lobed, to 9 mm long including the claw, to 18
mm across the lateral lobes; lateral lobes
obliquely dolabriform, rounded at the apex,
basally slightly attenuated, basal half bright
yellow, the apical half brick red, in natural
position erect, parallel, the apices bent towards
the column, when flattened slightly exceeding

or equaling the midlobe in length; midlobe
transversely narrowly elliptic to transversally
reniform in outline, 8 mm wide, light yellow,
margins crenate; disc with an cuneate, verrucose,
grey-white callus between the lateral

lobes, with 4-5 slightly raised, callous veins on
each side; column erect, slightly arcuate, trigonous,
with a prominent foot, pale yellow-green,

to 7 mm long and 4 mm wide at its widest

point; anther broadly ovate, apiculate, pale
brown, to 3 mm long and 2 mm wide; pollinia
two, waxy, sulcate, yellow, attached to a triangular,
hyaline stipe (description based on rehydrated
herbarium material of the holotype;

color notes taken from the description of
Dunsterville 758).

Eponymy : named after Prof. Dr. Richard
Schargel, eminent edaphologist at UNELLEZ
(Universidad Nacional Experimental de los
Llanos Occidentales Ezequiel Zamora) in Guanare,
Venezuela who has characterized Venezuelan
ecosystems and taught tropical soil genesis for the past
forty years.
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Field description : plants epiphytic, with aerial
roots forming “trash baskets” and with large
pseudobulbs (up to 60 cm high). Leaves articulate,
leaving sharp spines along the articulation

in young, leafless pseudobulbs. Inflorescence
paniculate, up to 80 cm high, the largest peduncle
bracts conspicuously inflated; floral bracts

and sepals and petals broadly ovate, brownish
yellow spotted with maroon.

lllustrations : Venez. Orchid. Ill. 4: 65

(1966); Orchids Venezuela 150 (1979); Orchids
Venezuela, ed. 2, 149 (2000).

Distribution : Found in west-northwest

Venezuela and in neighboring Colombia
(departamento de Cérdoba, and most likely in
intervening areas).

Phenology : as other species in the genus found
north of the equator, Cyrtopodium schargellii
flowers as the vegetative shoot develops in
January—March; fruits dehisce by November—
December, although seed dispersal sometimes
overlaps with early flowering in January.

Habitat and ecology : In Barinas and

Portuguesa states, Venezuela, Cyrtopodium
schargellii used to be a locally frequent species
found in the canopy of lowland forest trees on

the foothills that connect the Llanos and the
Venezuelan Andes. The flooding of the type
locality to create the “Boconé-Tucupido” dam
eliminated a large track of pristine forest, and

the distribution of many of the plant and animal
species that ocurred there is now limited to surrounding
patches of secondary forests (Aymard, 2003). One of
the authors (G.C.), observed large populations of
Cyrtopodium schargellii growing under the crown of the
palm Attalea butyracea (Mutis ex L.f.) Wess. Boer,
(“Palma de agua”) elsewhere in the foothills of the
Venezuelan Andes in the early 1980s, but the current
status of these populations is not known.
Additional specimens examined : COLOMBIA.
Cérdoba: Sahagun, open forest, epiphytic

herb, fljowers] yellow and brown, 27 January
1918, F. W. Pennell 4106 (NY). VENEZUELA.

126 HARVARD PAPERS IN BOTANY Vol. 10, No. 1
Barinas: Altamira, above Barinitas, epiphytic

on palm trees at above 1000 m [3,000 ft], sub

G. C. K. Dunsterville 758 (not seen and most
likely not preserved); Reserva Forestal Caparo,
100 m, epifite growing in a clump about a

meter wide, with numerous stems in a clump,

10 April 1968, J. A. Steyermark, J., Bunting &

C. Blanco 102048 (NY, VEN). Carabobo:

vicinity of Valencia, in hedges, woods, pastures
and savannas, 400—-800 m, February 1920, H.
Pittier 8773 (AMES, US). Zulia: Perija, growing
epiphytically in hot dry position, February

1963,
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A. Blaumann sub G. C. K. Dunsterville

758 (AMES). This showy species is hitherto the only
epiphytic Cyrtopodium reported from Venezuela. It
previously had been confused with Cyrtopodium
paniculatum and more recently with Cyrtopodium
punctatum (see usage synonymy above and Romero
and Carnevali, 1999). It is easily distinguished from C.
paniculatum based on the epiphytic habit (versus
terrestrial in C. paniculatum) and, when the labellum is
flattened, on the relatively short mid-lobe that is of equal
length or slightly shorter than the lateral lobes (versus
conspicuously longer in C. paniculatum). Cyrtopodium
schargelii can be easily distinguished from
Cyrtopodium punctatum based on the longer
pseudobulbs (to 60 cm versus 30 cm in C. punctatum)
and the ovate, slightly undulate bracts and sepals
(versus oblong and conspicuously undulate in C.
punctatum). With Cyrtopodium punctatum, however, the
new species shares the aerial roots (*... thin, stiff roots
that grow upward and outwards from the substrate and
serve very well as debris collectors™: Dressler, 1990:
92), a character rarely seen in the other Venezuelan
species of Cyrtopodium but common in species of
Catasetinae, and the conspicuously inflated peduncle
bracts (see picture in Luer, 1972: 233, bottom right).
The measurements provided above for the type
(Stergios & Taphorn 7819) differ slightly from those
reported for one of the paratypes, Dunsterville 758 in
Dunsterville and Garay (1966: top-most inflated sheath:
about 8 x8

cm; dorsal sepal 24 x14 mm, lateral sepals 22 x13 mm;
petals 19 x13 mm; labellum 11 mm.long, 24 mm across
lateral lobes). The slightly larger segments are safely
attributable to the fact that Dunsterville measured fresh
flowers, whereas the measurements given above are

based, as indicated, on re-hydrated herbarium material,
which are expected to shrink upon drying.
Cyrtopodium schargelii is similar to two

other epiphytic species from Brazil such as C.
gigas (Vell.) Hoehne and C. palmifrons Rchb.f.
& Warm. (see Hoehne, 1942: 13, t. 4, fig. 1 and
16, t. 7, respectively). However, the new
species differs from both based on its much
larger flowers and from the latter in particular
based on its relatively shorter labellum claw.
2005 ROMERO, AYMARD, AND CARNEVALI
CYRTOPODIUM SCHARGELLII 127
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MOS OFFICERS

President
Vice President
Secretary
Treasurer
MOS Directors

Past President

Committee Chairs

Membership

Program Chair

Newsletter Editor

Show Table
Mentors

AOS

Representative

MOS Librarian
Hospitality
Raffle chair
Webmaster
Culture corner

Peter V. Tishler
Brian Leib

Chu Jung
Betsy Opitz
Manuel Garber
Charles Briggs

George Bonoff

Don Gosselin
Robert Hesse

Gerard Nadeau

Chu Jung

Anne-Marie
Beauregard
Brian Leib

Maleia’millie” Allan

Linda Abrams
Anne-Marie
Beauregard

Laura Eschenroeder

Darla White
Betsy Opitz

Bernie Wuensch

George Bonoff
Bob Hesse

617-926-292-

401-965-1358
781 643 7868
781-899-8702
781 369 1781
617 846 3063

617 734 9827
781-329-1276
781-729-5013

617 628 3133

781-643-7868

978-263-7248

Above
781-321-4395
781 647-0672
978-263-7248

781-259-1464

617 629-9880
781 899-8702
978-369-7194
617-734-9827
781-729-5013

peter.tishler@channing.harvard.edu
bleibume@hotmail.com
drcjung@yahoo.com
bfopitz@erols.com

manualgarber@yahoo.com
Chasbriggs@aol.com

bonoffg@rcn.com
Malol@rcn.com
drbobhesse@compuserve.com

prefer-gnadeau@trutharchitects.com
gfnadeau@aol.com

drcjung@yahoo.com
Membership@massorchid.org

above
MillieMOS@aol.com

lauresch@aol.com

whitedarla@yahoo.com
bfopitz@erols.com
wuensch@mit.edu
Bonoff@rcn.com
drbobhesse@compuserve.com

Charlie Briggs requests that you correct your recent Roster of members for his correct e-mail address as follows:
chasbriggs@aol.com . At the last directors meeting, | agreed to produce a new DVD video to promote our 2006 Orchid
show. | welcome any digital pictures that you have taken at our previous shows. Please E-mail to my corrected E-mail
address above or a CD copy is welcome.
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Saturday, January 7

Northeast Judging Center-Boylston, MA Tower Hill BotanicGardens of Worcester,
11 French Dr., Boylston, MA,Gary Kraus, 617 232 0314 odrorchid@aol.com

Tuesday, January 10

MOS Meeting, Suburban Experimental Station, 241 Beaver St\Waltham, MA, 7:30pm

Sat-Sun January 28-29

Cape and Islands Orchid Society Show§ea Crest Resort and Conference Center, 350
Quaker Rd., North Falmouth, MA, Contact: Eleanor Rig]l
Eleanor.Phillips@comcast.net

Fri-Sun February 17-19

New Hampshire Orchid Society Show, “A Winter Wonderland ¢ Orchids”, Crowne

Plaza Hotel, 2 Somerset, Pkwy, Nashua, NH. Previety Bad early bird sales Feb 17, 7:30-
10:00 pm. $15 pp in advance, $25 pp at door, price includes choicgsefideand entire
weekend admission. Contact: Brenda Campbell, (603) 668-3689;
bbcampbell139@comcast.net
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