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Notes from the Board
We are always interested in new topics for demos and speakers at the
regular monthly meetings. Feel free to stop a Board member and tell them
what you'd like to hear about.
We have a new feature on our website, called “The Forum”. It is a place to post
your questions about anything orchid or MOS related. You’ll find it located far
right on the menu bar. Click, write and post!
Hats off to Cindy D, Cindy S and the rest of the Board for putting
together a fabulous holiday party and auction! The tables were
beautifully decorated with linens, flower centerpieces and candles,
creating a never-before achieved elegant ambiance J. The food
was delicious, and the room felt especially warm and friendly this
year!
Speaking of the party, member Leslie Buchanan would like to find
out who brought in a dessert she describes as “dense, sticky green
‘cake’ squares” and wonders if it may be Asian recipe using rice,
instead of flour. Leslie said it was absolutely delicious and she’d
love to have the recipe to bake for a family member with glucose
intolerance. If you are this amazing mystery baker or know who is,
please email newsletter@massorchid.org, or speak to Leslie at our
meeting.
In anticipation of our 2020 MOS show on November 6th-8th, the
board will begin recruiting for volunteers. 2019 ran smoothly with
very few blips and prompt for-planning will only continue this
trend. A list describing tasks will be posted on our website soon.
CAIOS is hosting “All That Orchid Jazz” this month and we need
blooming orchids for our display! Please email Brigitte Fortin, head
of the display, at (Brigitte@massorchid.org) with the number and
descriptions of your blooming plants.
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UPCOMING EVENTS

About our speaker, Bob Hesse

Monthly AOS Judging *Note change of location
04 Jan 2020 10:30 AM
Boylston Town House
599 Main St,
Boylston, MA

Bob’s lifelong love affair with orchids began as a graduate student in
London, at the Chelsea Flower Show. “It was the incredible variety
and exotic forms of the orchids that blew me away,” he claimed.
Upon graduating in the late ‘60’s, Bob moved to Winchester, MA.
He was unable to own a greenhouse, but wanted to cultivate his
interest in orchids, which were rare and exotic plants at the time.
Orchid growing was like polo; a rich man’s sport, he said. A person
could spend hundreds to thousands of dollars buying high quality
orchids. High costs were driven in part by slow breeding techniques
and flowering of plants; pricing most people out of the market.

Monthly Meeting - Bob Hesse: Orchid Murders
14 Jan 2020 7:30 PM
Sons of Italy, 117 Swanton St,
Winchester, MA
CAIOS 29th Annual Show: “All That Orchid Jazz”
25–26 Jan 2020
The Resort and Conference Center at Hyannis
35 Scudder Ave,
Hyannis, MA
Monthly AOS Judging – Location Change
01 Feb 2020 10:30 AM
Tower Hill Botanic Garden,
11 French Dr, Boylston, MA (this month only)
Monthly Meeting – TBD
11 Feb 2020 7:30 PM
Sons of Italy, 117 Swanton St,
Winchester, MA
Amherst Orchid Society Annual Show and Sale
22–23 Feb 2020
Smith Vocational High School
80 Locust St (Rt 9),
Northampton, MA
Monthly AOS Judging
07 Mar 2020 10:30 AM
Tower Hill Botanic Garden
11 French Drive,
Boylston, MA

Bob’s interests brought him to MOS where he discovered members
growing orchids in their homes. Intrigued by this, he joined the
society. At meetings, members displayed whatever happened to be
in bloom. Seeing these flowers up close is what made the meetings
most remarkable to Hesse.
As as result of new breeding and propagation techniques, orchids
have become more affordable and today, they are one of the most
popular selling potted plants. “There has been a monstrous
change,” Bob said. “What has not changed, is the incredible forms
and varieties of these plants.” Likewise, generated by this
proliferation, MOS grew, too. In the early days, members had to be
unanimously approved by the board to join the society. Today,
anyone can be a member who pays an annual due. “It was a very
different and maybe not as admirable society as we have today,”
said Bob.

At MOS, Bob learned quickly about orchids. Before long, his
passion led him to become an American Orchid Society judge. It
took six years to complete his certification; the first three as a
student judge and the following three as a probationary judge. “By
[the end] I had seen a lot of incredible orchids,” he said. When
scoring, judges look at three major areas: form, color, and presentation, using a scale of 1 to 100 points,
where 100 is perfection. “An orchid judge tries to carry in his mind what the perfect orchid would be for a
given type,” Hesse said. What the perfect orchid looks like changes, but Hesse said that is part of the
excitement and challenge.

After more than 40 years of judging, Hesse’s love for orchids has not abated. More so than any other plant,
he said, orchids have the ability to startle and amaze. To novice orchid lovers, Hesse offers the same advice
as author Joseph Campbell, “Follow your bliss.” He suggests people should grow what they love and what
excites them, rather than what others say are easy to grow. “Follow what you love,” he said.
Bob’s reputation as a photographer has earned him many accolades. He has garnered medals at the Miami
International Orchid Show, the MOS, Cape and Islands and the New Hampshire Orchid Society shows. In
addition, Bob has been awarded by New England Wildflower Society and his photos are in the permanent
collection of the Boston Athenaeum; two of which were commissioned by the Athenaeum. There will be
some of Bob’s photos for sale or for auction at the meeting (TBD).
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Ben Larson shared with us some of his gorgeous photos of last November’s MOS show. Thanks, Ben!

Above: Meg Bright-Ryan’s Catasetum Frilly Doris
that received two ribbons.
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Left: Brian Leib conducting
A repotting demonstration.

Right: Holiday party and auction
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Reprinted with permission from AOS, Orchids; Jan. 2019 issue

As Monty Python famously said, “And now, for something completely different!” I (your trusted newsletter editor)
want to tell you about my new greenhouse! Long in the planning, this itty-bitty,100 sf thing is just the right size to
satisfy town zoning regulations and house my orchids. It’s safely nestled in a corner of a low hillside and gets loads of
sunlight. Inside, there are 6 aluminum benches, a fan mounted in one corner and fog machine in the other (not
shown). An electric heater sits beneath the protective plexiglass covered bench and there’s an irrigation pipe with
hook-ups for 4 hoses (also not shown). There’s also an ambient weather station that works off my Weather
Underground App (pictured right) and a monitor in my house, to tell me wherever I am about the growing conditions.
Personally, I love the fact that visibility inside is always 10 miles! I purchased the greenhouse and equipment through
Arcadia Glasshouse Co., which is advertised in AOS. After growing in a basement room under lights for over 10 years,
this is a dream come true, but a mildly terrifying one– until I master this new way of
taking care of my orchid family. To be updated in a few months… until then,
Best to all in the New Year!
Anne
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Click here for Checklist
Now you can access the MOS website
from your smartphone with this new app!

Organizing orchid culture and its chores by season is a convenient way to
make sure that your orchids get the proper care at the right time.
Becoming
tune with
plants'
What
can yourinmembers
do withyour
the member
app?growth cycles creates a connection with
the natural world and makes you a better grower.
The new Wild Apricot for Members App allows members to log in and view content from www.massorchid.org.

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

View the member directory
View a member's profile
Email fellow members
View the event calendar and event details
Register for an event
Specify the number of guests if the registration type was set up to collect the total number of guests only
View your existing event registrations
Pay an outstanding event registration fee
View your member profile
Download the app on Apple or Google Play.
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Officers, Directors & Committee Chairs
Officers
President
Vice President
Secretary
Treasurer

Dina Deresh
Karyn Stewart
Meg Bright-Ryan
Ellen Shapiro

Directors
Mike Badia
Sasha Crotty, Past President
Brigitte Fortin
Zash Hudson
Anne Pfaff
Cindy Sykes
Committee Chairs
AOS Trustee
AOS Representative
Conservation
Hospitality Committee
Library
Membership
Newsletter Editor
Orchid Digest
Representative

dina@massorchid.org
karyn@massorchid.org
meg@massorchid.org
ellen@massorchid.org

mike@massorchid.org
sasha@massorchid.org
brigitte@massorchid.org
zash@massorchid.org
anne@massorchid.org
cindy@massorchid.org
Howard Bronstein
Brigitte Fortin
Robert Hesse

aosrep@massorchid.org
conservation@massorchid.org

Open
Zash Hudson
Anne Pfaff

librarian@massorchid.org
membership@massorchid.org
newsletter@massorchid.org

Ellen Shapiro

ellen@massorchid.org

Orchid Show

Board of Directors

show@massorchid.org

Show Table

Brigitte Fortin
Mike Badia

brigitte@massorchid.org
mike@massorchid.org
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