
 
N e x t  M e e t i n g :  
March 14, 2006 
The monthly meeting of the 
Massachusetts Orchid Society  
will be held on Tuesday,  
at 7:30 PM at the  
Suburban Experimental Station, 
241 Beaver Street, Waltham, MA.  
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There are more than 65 species of orchids native to the eastern United States 

and Canada! 
If you’ve ever walked through a bog, woodland, or wet meadow, you might 

have unwittingly walked by native orchids.  
 

George Newman will give a talk and slide show featuring species native to New 
England, New Jersey, New York, Quebec, and Newfoundland. He’ll focus on 
orchids popular and easier to Grow in our New England gardens. He’ll also 

provide resources for purchasing native orchids.  
 

George’s passion for wildflowers began when he was just 10 years old. By the time he was 12, he had identified a dozen 
species of native orchids. In the decades that followed, his passion for wildflowers remains undiminished. Currently, 

George’s garden showcases 800 species of native plants, some of which are orchids.  
 

When most of us think of native orchids, we probably envision the 
pretty lady slippers we’ve seen at Garden in the Woods. All native 

orchid species do not, however, look like those lady slippers.  As you 
will learn during George’s talk, some species bear tiny, 

Insignificant flowers. Other species sport drab, underwhelming flowers 
that gardeners are unlikely to embrace. Still other species are so 
finely attuned to their native habitat, they can grow nowhere else. 

There are, however, species that are beautiful and can be 
successfully grown in a suburban garden. And, by judicious selection, 

you could have different species in bloom from May through 
September.  

 
George will help you to identify the best species for your garden 
conditions. For example, one way to select native orchids is by 

looking at the other plants that flourish in your garden: If you can grow 
trillium, phlox divaricata, foam flower, or wild ginger, you can grow some woodland orchid species. You can even grow 

native orchids in pots. George has hundreds of lady slippers, some of which are in outdoor pots, 15 to a pot.  He 
propagates them by division.  If you want to grow orchids in your garden, take this opportunity to learn from George’s 35 

years experience! 
 
 

DeVona Dors, original author, - Thank you for your contribution to the MOS newsletter 
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MOS SHOWCASE 
 

Judges : Bob Hesse, Bob Gladstone, Brian Lieb  
 

Scribe:  Linda Abrams       23 plants displayed     10 Awar ded   
      
 

  Exhibit                             Exhibitor   
                    

Odontioda Aissa McLaughlin 'HOF #10'                                                                   Bob Gladstone 
 Dendrobium aberrans                                                                                               Bob Gladstone 
 Dendrobium delicatum                                                                                               Charlie Briggs 
 Laeliocattleya Little Susie                                                               Susan and Wayne Wheelwright 
Odontioda Joe's Drum                                                                              Ralph and Chieko Collins 
Odontoglossum wyattianum                                                                      Ralph and Chieko Collins 
Coelogyne cristata                                                                           Susan and Wayne Wheelwright 
 Phalaenopsis Leopard Prince                                                                             George Baltoumas 
 Phragmipedium Grande                                                                                      George Baltoumas 
 Paphiopedilum hybrid                                                                                          George Baltoumas 
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Massachusetts Orchid Society 
 

Minutes of Meeting of Officers and Directors, February 7, 2006 
 
Present: P. Tishler, G. Bonoff, M. Garber, D. Gosselin, R. 
Hesse, B. Leib, G. Nadeau, B. Opitz, 
C. Jung, Darla White (new librarian). 
 
Absent: C. Briggs 
 

I. Minutes of prior meeting were approved.  
 

II. Programs                                                                          NHOS photo taken by E. Kahn 

A. February: Will Neptune on Den. Kingianum 
B. March: contact George Newman of NHOS on native orchids 
 
III. Old business 

A. Treasurer:  net worth: $26286. 

B. Conservation: Trip to Audubon “High Meadows” site in Sherburne scheduled for 
approximately end of May (exact weekend to be determined based on orchid blooming. 

C. Mass Hort Spring Flower Show (March 11-March 19) 
Received pledges of $100 each from CAIOS and NHOS for joint orchid societies exhibit.  

Both societies will also supply labor and plants.  Efforts coordinated by Nadeau. 

D. MOS exhibit at CAIOS show setup by several BOD members.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

            NHOS-MOS Exhibit 
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The AOS thanks Ned Nash and James Rose for this essay ...edited for the MOS…the complete article may be found: 

http://www.aos.org/aos/orchids/page22.aspx 
 
Cattleya 
Although March is, in many parts of the country, still a cold and blustery month, the lengthening days and warmer temperatures 
allowed by increased light are long-awaited harbingers of the coming change of season. Some of the best standard cattleyas of 
the year will be in bloom, or will be blooming soon. The last of the winter-flowering hybrids will join the earliest of the spring 
hybrids in a wonderful display. Be on the alert for senescing sheaths that need removal. If these yellowing sheaths are not 
removed, the moisture they trap can lead to bud rot. Careful removal of the sheath will allow the buds to develop, although they 
will need additional support. Changing light conditions can also be a problem in March and April. An exceptionally bright day, 
especially immediately following a rain, can lead to sunburn of the foliage if shading is not attended to properly.  
Cymbidium 
Plants should be putting on a spectacular show this time of year. Adjust all staking and twist-ties and be on the lookout for 
aphids, slugs and snails. Give adequate water because flowering strains the plants. As new growths appear later, increase the 
nitrogen level in the fertilizer. Should a plant look healthy but not be blooming, try increasing the light during the next growing 
season. The number-one reason for no flowers is lack of light. 
Lycaste 
This genus of superb orchids will be coming to the end of its flowering season. Soon you will see the beginning of new root 
growth, which is an excellent time to repot into fresh media. As new growth emerges, provide ample fertilizer and water. A sign 
of good culture is an increase in the size of pseudobulbs with each successive year. 
Miltoniopsis 
This marks the beginning of the flowering season. Amazing displays of color will dazzle the grower over the next few months. 
Prepare your plants for optimum display by staking spikes (if needed) and cleaning off the older yellow foliage. Do not miss the 
wonderful fragrance as the flowers unfold. 
Paphiopedilum 
March is the beginning of the season of heaviest potting for lady's-slipper orchids. However, it is a month where the volume of 
plants needing attention is still small. It is an excellent month to take the time to work with your paphiopedilums before the 
pressure of other potting prevents your doing the thorough job you should. Look at each plant: Is it clean of dead and dying 
foliage? Is it weed free? Does it need potting? Is it in spike? Does it have an insect problem? Cleaning and restaging your paphs 
is one of the most satisfying tasks of the orchid year. Cleaned and potted paphiopedilums look happy.  The summer-blooming 
types will be showing the first of their buds in March and April. Be on the lookout for the buds, as well as any insect pests that 
may have found their way into the crowns of your plants. It is especially difficult to clean mealybugs, in particular, once they 
have become established in the plant. Better to get to them before they get a good toehold.  Increasing light levels should give 
emerging spikes the strength they need to grow straight and strong. Do not be too anxious to stake the spikes, because if they are 
staked too soon, the flowers may develop a "nodding" stance, where the dorsal will not stand upright. If the spikes seem to 
develop at an angle, let them, and stake after the flower has hardened for best carriage, especially on the hybrids with 
fairieanum background. 
Phalaenopsis 
In most of the country, March is the peak blooming month for phalaenopsis. Staking needs to be carefully attended to, so that 
the flowers will be displayed at their best for orchid shows and judging -- even those intended for your home will look best if 
properly staked. One of the most decorative aspects of phalaenopsis spikes is the way they gracefully arch. If not staked properly, 
the spike will lack this grace and will not be as pleasing. Most growers like to have the final support just below the first flower, 
allowing maximum support, without sacrificing the beauty of the arching spike.  Rapid-growing spikes and open flowers place 
extra demands on the plant. Careful monitoring of watering and feeding will give the plants the energy they require to give their 
best floral display. Remember, too, that the lengthening days will also increase the frequency at which plants need water. 
Beware of the invasion of sucking pests that accompany the flowering season. Flowers and spikes are favorite targets of 
mealybugs and scales. Be on the look out for their presence, often indicated by the appearance of sooty mold resulting from the 
exudate of the bugs, and treat before flowers or buds are too advanced. 
  
A Special “Thanks” to the AOS and the authors for the use of the essay on page 6. (Maleia Allan-MOS Newsletter Editor) 
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MOS OFFICERS   
President   ����������	
��������������	
��������������	
��������������	
����� ��� 617-926-2924 peter.tishler@channing.harvard.edu  

Vice President  
�	�����	�
�	�����	�
�	�����	�
�	�����	�� ��� ���� 401 965 1358 Bleibume@hotmail.com 

Secretary  ��������������������������������� ��� 781 643 7868 drcjung@yahoo.com 

Treasurer  
��
����	��
��
����	��
��
����	��
��
����	��� ��� 781-899-8702 bfopitz@erols.com 

MOS Directors    
Past President  �������
������������
������������
������������
������ ��� 617 734 9827 bonoffg@rcn.com 
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��	�� ��� 781-329-1276 malol@rcn.com 

 ���������

����������

����������

����������

�� ���
���� ����

781 729 5013 drbobhesse@compuserve.com 

 ����   

 ����   

 ����� �!� �������� �!� �������� �!� �������� �!� ���� ��� 617 628 3133 
 

prefer-gnadeau@trutharchitects.com   
 gfnadeau@aol.com  

    
Committee 
Chairs 

   

Chu Jung  781-643-7868 Membership@massorchid.org  Membership  

Anne-Marie 
Beauregard 

978-263-7248  

    

Newsletter 
Editor 

Maleia”millie” Allan 781-321-4395 MillieMOS@aol.com 

Show Table  Linda Abrams  781 647-0672 - 

Mentors Anne-Marie 
Beauregard 

978-263-7248  

AOS 
Representative  

Laura Eschenroeder  781-259-1464 lauresch@aol.com  

MOS Librarian  Darla White 617-629-9880 orchids@potswift.org 

Hospitality  Betsy Opitz 781 899-8702 bfopitz@erols.com 

Raffle chair Bernie Wuensch 978-369-7194 wuensch@mit.edu  

Webmaster George Bonoff 617 734 9827 bonoffg@rcn.com 
 

Bob Hesse 781-729-5013 drbobhesse@compuserve.com  Culture corner 
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Saturday, March 4, 2006 

First Saturday 

Northeast Judging Center-Boylston, MA Tower Hill Botanic Gardens of Worcester,  

11 French Dr., Boylston, MA, Gary Kraus, 617 232 0314 or drorchid@aol.com .    

Tuesday, March 14, 2006 

Second Tuesday 

MOS Meeting, Suburban Experimental Station, 241 Beaver St., Waltham, MA, 7:30pm 

Speaker:  George Newman Topic: Native Orchids of the Eastern U.S. and Canada 

February 26-March 27, 2006  The 2005 New York Botanical Garden, third annual orchid show – Orchid Adventures  

The Enid A. Haupt Conservatory, New York Botanical Garden, Bronx River Parkway 
(Exit 7W) and Fordham Rd, Brony, NY 718 817 8700   WWW.NYBG.ORG  

Tuesday-Sunday and on Monday Holidays 10 am – 5 pm 

March 11-19, 2006 NE Flower 
Show Bayside Expo Center  

March 2006 ---Volunteer your talents for our MOS display!  Contact Gerard 
Nadeau-- prefer-gnadeau@trutharchitects.com,   617 628 3133 

       http://www.baysideexpo.com/                Tickets can be purchased in advance. 

Visit the MOS Website at   www.massorchid.org  

 
 


